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arm-chair, then rose, uncovered himself, and retired Into his
apartment as he came. I had instructed ray son to hurry
forward and arrive "before him at the door of his inner apart-
ment. He was in time, and I also, to kiss the hand of the
King, and to express our thanks, which were well received,
The Queen arrived and overwhelmed us with compliments. I
must observe that the ceremony of the sword and the accolade
are not performed at the reception of those who, having already
another order, are supposed to have received them, like the
chevaliers of the Saint Esprit and of Saint Michel, and the
chevaliers of Saint Louis.
Their Catholic Majesties being gone, we withdrew to my
house, where a very grand dinner was prepared. The usage is,
before the reception, to visit all the chevaliers of the Toison,
and when the day is fixed, to visit all those invited to dinner
on the day of the ceremony; the godfather, with the other
chevalier by whom he is accompanied, also Invites them at the
palace before they enter the chapter, and aids the new cheva-
lier to do the honours of the repast. I had led my son. with
me to pay these visits. Nearly all the chevaliers came to dine
with us, and many other nobles. The Due d'Albuquerque,
wliom I met pretty often, and who had excused himself from
attending a dinner I had previously given, on account of his
stomach (mined as he said in the Indies), said he would not
refuse me twice, on condition that I permitted him to take
nothing but soup, because meat was too solid for him, He
came, and partook of six sorts of soup, moderately of aE; he
afterwards lightly soaked his bread in such ragouts as were
near him, eating only the end, and finding everything very
good. He drank nothing but wine and water. The dinner
was gay, in spite of the great number of guests. The Spaniards
eat as much as, nay more than, we, and with taste, choice., and
pleasure : as to drink, they are very modest.
On the 13th of March^ 1722, their Catholic Majesties returned
from their excursion to the Retiro. The hurried journey I had
just made to the former place, immediately after the arrival of
a courier, and in spite of most open prohibitions forbidding

